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and Borba (Natterer), and Messrs. Salvin and Godman have 
it from British Guiana (Whitely) and Chamicuros, E. Peru. 
I refer them all to D. merula (Licht.). 
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— (8) Denprocoraptes oxsoLetus, Ridgw. Pr. U.S. Nat. 
Mus. 1887, p. 527 (Lower Amazons). 
I have nearly similar examples from Para (IVallace) and 
Pernambuco (Forbes), but have not ventured to separate them 
from D. certhia (Bodd.). 


— (9) Screrurus CANIGULARIS, Ridgw. (Costa Rica). 
This appears to be the same as the Venezuclan bird which 
Mr. Salvin and I call S. albigularis. See P. Z. S. 1868, 
p. 630. 
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XXXIV.—WNotes on IVoodpeckers.—No. XVII. On an appa- 
rently unnamed Species of Picumnus from Guiana. By 
Epwarp Hareitt, .F.Z.S. 


Tuere has been great diversity of opinion as to the Picumnus 
described by Linneus as Pipra minuta, Dr. Cabanis taking it 
to be the Guianan species (for which I am about to propose 
a new name), while Sundevall considers Linneus’s bird to 
have belonged to the Brazilian species, which has the colour 
much more yellow and the back spotted with black. Lin- 
neus’s type existed in the Museum of Adolphus Frederick at 
Stockholm, and the view taken by the eminent Director of 
the Stockholm Museum (possibly derived from those who 
may have scen the type, or from tradition) is, to my mind, 
the one which ought to be adopted. I have examined the 
specimens in the Stockholm Muscum named P. minutus by 
Sundevall, and they belong (without doubt) to the Brazilian 
species, not to the Guianan P. minutus of Cabanis. The 
latter name being preoceupicd, and no other being applicable 
to the Guianan bird, I propose for it the title of Picumnus 
undulatus, and add a brief diagnosis of its characters. 


~~ PICUMNUS UNDULATUS, Sp. N. 
g. Similar to P. minutus (Linn.), but distinguished by 
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its darker and brownish-olive upper parts, crossed by broad 
and wavy dusky markings and by narrow wavy markings of 
yellow; the spotting upon the wing-coverts less distinct ; 
the under surface of the body very much less ycllow. Total 
length 3°5 inches, culmen 0'4, wing 2°1, tail 1:1, tarsus 0°5. 

9. Differs from the male in having the forehead and 
crown like the occiput and nape, black, spotted with pure 
white. 

The types are in my collection, the male being from Ro- 
raima, British Guiana, 5000 fect, Aug. 20 (H. Whitely); the 
female from Camacusa, May 8rd (H. Whitely). 


XXXV.—On the European Cuckoo and its Indian Allies. 
By Eveene W. Oates, F.Z.S. 


Tue three allied species of Cuckoos which inhabit the Indian 
Empire have hitherto been considered separable only on the 
ground of size, and two of them, those most closely allied 
to each other, further on the score of their having different 
notes. 

My object in writing the following is to show that their 
separation rests on a better and a more satisfactory basis 
than that of size and the practically useless character which 
a vocal note affords. 

This basis is that of the plumage of the young, which differs 
conspicuously in each species and affords conclusive evidence 
that the three birds are quite distinct ab ovo. 

All the Cuckoos of the Cuculus canorus type have the 
plumage of the young very complex. There is no evidence 
whatever to show that the young Cuckoo moults cither in the 
first autumn or in the following spring ; and the evidence on 
the other hand is overwhelming that from the nestling-stage 
to the adult plumage the change is effected by a continual 
and never-ceasing alteration in the colour of the feathers. 
These changes are systematic and subject to rule in each 
species; but owing to individual temperaments hardly two 
young birds will ever be found to be exactly alike. But the 


